
Families Anonymous

Preliminary - Minutes of the Annual Business Meeting


June 7, 2025


I. Call to order: 
• Call to order made at 2:04 pm EDT, by Maria S (Group #2056) World Ser-

vice Board (WSB) Chair.




• Maria then reviewed the House Rules: 

• Mute yourself unless speaking

• Use first name and 1st initial of last name only

• Include your group number if known

• Opportunity for questions after each presentation
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II. Welcome and Introduction of Board Members - Maria S:   
• Maria first welcomed everyone. 
• She then introduced the WSB members present at the meeting, and 

thanked the 2 WSB members who will be leaving the WSB: Chris Z and 
Helen L.  Thank you to both individuals for their service to the WSB and 
for their continuing service to the recovery community.  
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• Maria then presented the ABM agenda 
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III. Report from the Credentials Committee 
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There were no nominations from the floor.
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Ballot approved. 
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IV. Old Business: Approval of 2024 ABM Minutes: 

Jan B made motion to approve 2024 ABM minutes, Lori H seconded, voted on 
and approved. Jan will send to WSO for posting on the website. 


Families Anonymous Inc.	  2024 Annual Business Meeting Minutes	  Page 8



V. New Business: 

• Treasurer’s Report: Cindy C (Group #1906) 

While Literature sales remain down since before the pandemic, dona-
tions, both from groups and individuals have increased.  We are now 
more dependent than ever on donations. The great news is that for the 
first time in 6 years, we have a net income (of $800) this year!


Approval of Final FY 2025 Financial Reports: 

Cindy made motion to approve Final FY 2025 Financial Reports, Jan 
seconded, voted on and approved. 


- Report of Financial Oversight Committee as well as all Treasurer’s 
slides can be found in Appendix 1.


• Status of 2025 Convention: Matt B (of Chicagoland Intergroup) 
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This will be the first in-person convention since before the pandemic! 
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You can buy raffle tickets and bid on auction pieces all online and you do not 
have to be present at the convention to win!


Families Anonymous Inc.	  2024 Annual Business Meeting Minutes	  Page 11






More information to come both on the FA website and on the Convention 
website. Looking forward to seeing old and new friends in Chicago in July!


Karin asked if the convention speakers will be live streamed, and Matt answered 
that they will not be, as the Convention Committee wants to encourage in-
person attendance. 
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The Bradenton, FL group is considering hosting in 2026, but any other groups 
that might be interested should reach out.





VI. State of the Fellowship: Maria S, Outgoing Chair - World Service Board 

Maria started her State of the Fellowship report with thanking the 13 board 
members, 12 from the US and one from the UK, for their service to the Fellow-
ship.  She also thanked our WSO staff, Angel and Nicole, for their hard work.
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The number of international groups has increased in this past year.
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Half of all groups have an online presence.
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In order to grow the FA Fellowship, we need to continue to increase awareness 
of FA and add groups and membership to the groups. Jeff S from the Public In-
formation Committee will go further into how these goals are being addressed.
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Public Information Committee (PI) (Jeff S, Roswell, GA)

	 Members: Cindy C, Sarah T, Judy B


Jeff started with some of the comments received on the Facebook and Insta-
gram pages. Literally, all but one over the years, has been positive.  Cindy noted 
that the posts that generate the most responses and shares are those that 
speak of FA principles and those that relate members’ stories. It is clear from the 
feedback that the posts are really helping people.  WSB feed back was also 
positive. Maria suggested a post asking for personal stories. 
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Facebook and Instagram posts continue to be widely read and shared; YouTube 
views of the You Are Not Alone video, continue to be viewed, and more videos 
will be welcome.

In 2020, PI realized there needed to be more outreach, the goals being to raise 
awareness of FA and let people know they are not alone, and the destigmatiza-
tion of the disease. Again, personal stories and videos are the best way to reach 
people, so please share with groups that PI is looking for more stories
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Education Committee (EC) (Maria S Group #2056) 
Members:  Donna D, Kim G, Judy B, Marcia C, Maria S (Chair)





Two of the three sessions held this year were in the format of a panel discussion 
which worked well and which the EC hopes to continue in the future.
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A catalog of all FA audio and/or video recordings from over the years is available 
on the website under Events.
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Feedback has been positive and as a result of the surveys, the upcoming ses-
sions will be on the 3 above mentioned topics.
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Serenity Messenger (Maria S Group #2056) 
 

Starting last year, the Serenity Messenger is published quarterly with new and 
republished articles.
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Thank you to the editorial team, who are all volunteers, like on every other com-
mittee. 
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Literature Committee (Jan B Group #976) 
Members: Christina B, Jan B, Jeanne M, JoAnne M, Sylvia S, Juley S, 	 	

	 Juliette M, Maria S (co-Chair), Ann P (Co-Chair)





The Literature Committee (LC) is made up of full members and resource mem-
bers.  Four of the nine LC members listed are resource members, hence the LC 
is looking to add members.  Anyone who enjoys writing, editing or even graphic 
design, please consider volunteering. The LC is always busy revising and updat-
ing as well as creating new pieces of literature and can really use your help. 
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The updated Suggested Meeting Format now includes all formats for in-person, 
hybrid and virtual-only meetings in a pick-and-choose-what-works-for-your-
meeting way. 


The 2 new additions to TABW we the result of input from group members around 
the world.  New revisions and updates of other literature soon to come!
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As you see above, lots of translating is going on around the world!
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The LC is involved in many exciting new endeavors. Again, please think about 
joining the Literature Committee!
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 Technology Committee (Chris Y Group # 2056) 
Members: Cindy C, Nicole G, Brian N (BPNWebTech), Chris Y (Chair)


Should add Maria’s name to the committee as well since she has been working 
on a pilot for a paywall plug-in subscription service. If anyone in the Fellowship 
has knowledge about this kind of service, please reach out to Chris. 
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Feedback to Tech Committee at ABM: 


Online literature is definitely the way to go. 

Hard to access the literature catalog on one’s phone.

The website in general needs to be cleaner and tighter and easier to use. 


Suggestion: Ask for feedback and ideas at group meetings.

Suggestion: Make reminders at group meetings to use website, buy literature.

Suggestion: Once website is in better shape, hold an Education Session on, 
“Getting the Most Out of the FA Website”.
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The presentations today were nowhere near an exhaustive list of what the WSB 
does to support the Fellowship.

In addition to the above Other Highlights, the WSB participates in Group Out-
reach where WSB members attend virtual meetings to offer help, listen to their 
needs and make connections with FA members and groups. 

Members of the WSB also attend an annual Day of Sharing with the Twelve Step 
programs. 


Please help to spread the word about FA in anyway you can. 
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V. Moving Forward: (Greg C incoming WSB Chair) 

Greg is honored to serve.  

He thanked Maria for her service as Chair for 4 years. 

He also thanked and welcomed the new WSB members.


Greg feels that FA is still a hidden gem after 50 years of existence.  His reason 
for serving, above all, is to find people who need FA and share the gem with 
them. 


Adjournment: 

Maria made motion to adjourn, Lori H seconded. Adjourned at 3:35 PM.
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APPENDIX 1 
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